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The Chamber of Hewn 
Stone housed the 
Sanhedrin council until 
C AD. 30 


The soreg (a low, latticed screen or railing) 
separated the temple courts from the Court of 
the Gentiles, prohibiting Gentiles or non-purified 
Jews from entry. Even Herod himself was unable 
to pass this point. Some interpreters believe that 
Paul alluded to this railing when he spoke of 
“the dividing wall of hostility” abolished by Christ 
(Eph. 2:14) 


The Nicanor Gate divided the western Court of the Israelites 
(where Jewish men could observe temple proceedings) from 
the eastern Court of the Women. Women were allowed to 
stand in the southern side of the Nicanor Gate and watch as 
sacrifices for thelr purification were made (Luke 2:22-24) 


The altar of burnt sacrifices stood in the Temple 
Court. To the west of it stood the brass laver 
(for priestly washings) and to the north the 
place of ritual animal slaughter 


court 


ΠΠ ere വ. 


ili 


The Chamber of the Nazirites was where a 


Israelites 


Each of the four masslve lampstands 
(86 feet/26 m high) in the Court of 
the Women had a ladder by which 
to reach the four golden bowls to 
provide lighting at night. 
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